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51 Number, quantity, degree and intensity

Number and quantity

Number is used for countable nouns (e.g. a large number of students), amount for uncountable nouns
(e.g.alarge amount of money).

Some adjectives for expressing number and quantity:

smaller bigger
minute /mainju:t/ . e .
average significant excessive vast
tiny considerable substantial enormous

Even minute amounts of toxic material can be dangerous. (fml)

Add just a tiny amount of chilli pepper, or else it may get too hot.

Were there many people at the airport? Oh, about average, Id say. (fairly informal)
A considerable number of people failed to get tickets. (fml)

Asignificant number of students have dropped out of university in the last year.
[noticeably large]

Substantial amounts of money have been wasted on this project. (fmi)

There is an excessive amount of sugarin many soft drinks. [too much; rather formal]
Avast / An enormous quantity of sand was blown on to the road during the storm.

‘ Informal words for number/quantity

I’ve got dozens of nails in my tool box. [a dozenis 12; dozens of means many; especially used for
countables]

Scores of people were injured when the gas tank exploded. [a score is 20 or about 20; scores of means a
large number of; usually formal]

There’s heaps/bags/loads of time yet, slow down! (usually with singular there is, not there are; countable
or uncountable; infml)

There was absolutely tons of food at the party - far too much. (again, note singular there was; especially
used for things, not so often used for abstract nouns)

There are tons of apples on this tree this year - last year there were hardly any.

(Note: The verb hereis plural because of ‘apples’, but singular in the example before with ‘food’ - number
depends on the noun following, not on tons/lots/loads.)

Justadrop of milk for me, please. [tiny amount of any liquid]

_ Degree and intensity: collocations with utter(ly), total(ly), wholly

Utter(ly), total(ly) and wholly mean complete(ly).

Utter combines with ‘strong’ nouns like nonsense, contempt, silence, confusion, chaos
and despair.

There was utter chaos during the transport strike.

Utterly combines with adjectives such as ridiculous, confused and impossible.
| was utterly confused by the instruction manual that came with my camcorder!

Total combines most often with disbeliefand ban, e.g. She looked at him in total disbelief. The
governmentintroduced a total ban on smokingin public places.

Totally combines most often with different, unexpected, unsuitable and wrong, e.g.
Thetwo brothers have totally different personalities.

Wholly combines most often with dependent, inadequate and unacceptable, e.g.
The success of the project was wholly dependent on the weather.
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51.1

51.2

51.3

51.4

51.5

Exercises

Complete the sentences with words from A opposite.

1 Ittakesac ””5‘”/"”‘15/5 amount of time to learn to ski well.

2 As..oeerere quanNtity of food is thrown away every day by supermarkets. It’s a scandal. (two
possible answers)

3 Thescientistsfoundonlyam ..........c......... amount of the chemical in the food and said it was safe
to eat.

4 Weateane......omeon amount of food at dinner last night! (two possible answers)

5 Vourcsamsasaers amounts of money are wasted by government departments every year.

6 Thenumber of studentsregistering for our coursesisabouta ................fOrthe autumn semester.

T At @mount of water had got into the keyboard and it stopped working.

8 Lastyearwedidn’treally notice anincreasein prices, but thisyeartheincrease has been

Use words from A to fill the gaps. More than one answer may be possible.

1 Evena .tuy/ mnute amount of sand can damage a camera.

2 I'vehadanabsolutely ... amount of work lately. I'm exhausted!

3 Oh,you’ve given mea ........ccummmnnn. dMount of food here! | mustn’t eat too much.
4 |ttakesa ... amount of money to start a business.

5 AN amount of fat in your diet is dangerous.

Circle the most suitable answer. More than one may be correct.

1 Tons/ /Bags of people came on to the streets to hear his speech.
2 We've gotloads/scores/dozens of time. The train doesn’t leave till 2.30.
3 There was/were tons of food left over after the dinner party.

4 I've got heap/loads/dozens of CDs that | never play any more.

5 Therewas/were dozens of people waiting outside the building.

Using intensifiers from C, write what you could say in the following situations.

1 You thought someone’s views were completely ridiculous. th//'/f”'/“‘/’w‘fWﬁ""‘/’“ff‘"”é”"ﬂ/‘m/m’
2 Youreadtwo novels by the same author which were completely different.

3 Youthoughtsomeone’s behaviour was completely unacceptable.
4 Youthought a particular way of working produced chaos.
5 You listened to someone’s story and did not believe a word of it.

6 Youthinkthereshould be a complete ban on using mobile phonesin cinemas.

Write sentences that are true for you using these collocations: ‘ ‘

wholly dependent  utterly confused  totally unexpected utter nonsense
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Numbers and shapes

Pronunciation of numbers
Notice how we say the following:

28% twenty-eight per cent 10m x 12m ten metres by twelve metres

12/30ne and two thirds 4/s5 four fifths 9/13 nine thirteenths / nine over thirteen
42 four squared 73 seven cubed 84 eight to the power of four

10.3 ten pointthree 32°Cor F thirty-two degrees Celsius or Fahrenheit

Decimal fractions are separated by a dot and not a comma in English and this is pronounced point.
Note how commas are used to separate each set of three numbersin long numbers:
1,623,457 =one million, six hundred and twenty-three thousand, four hundred and fifty-seven.

Telephone numbers are usually said like this: 01223 20675 = oh one double two three, two oh six,
seven five.

Language help

When saying a long number, you pronounce each set of up to three digits separately with rising
intonation, until the last set, where the intonation falls at the end to make it clear that the number
is complete.

Two-dimensional shapes

rectangle

riangle

square octagon

The corresponding adjectives are: circular, pentagonal, rectangular, triangular, square,
octagonal, oval.

Arectangle has four right angles. A pentagon has five sides.

Acircleis cutin half by its diameter. Its two halves can be called semi-circles.

Theradius of acircleis the distance from its centre to the circumference.

Three-dimensional shapes

J phere . cube A pyramid @spiral

s
The corresponding adjectives are: spherical, cubic, pyramidal, spiral.
Thetwo halves of a sphere can be called hemispheres.

Arithmetic
+addition -subtraction x multiplication +division
2x+ 3y—z=%( Two x plus three y minus zequals three zdivided by four x or three zover four x
6 x7=42 Six times / multiplied by seven is forty-two or six sevens are
forty-two
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Exercises

52.1 \Write the following in words rather than in figures or symbols.

1 17.1% of adults have false teeth. Seventeen pozhtonepercentofaﬂ/u/ts .

2 Accordingto a UN study, 2% of the world’s population owns over 1/, of all household wealth.
3 0°C=32°F

4 Thisarticle saysthat 8,556,981 people are currently livingin London.

52.2 How good at maths are you? Try this numbers quiz. Write the answers in words rather
than figures.

What is seven times nine? 51}(§/—f/tree

Name two shapes that have fourright angles.
Subtract41 from 93.

What is three fifths of twenty?

How many sides has an octagon?

Whatis one third of ninety-nine?
Whatisthree squared?

What is four cubed?

o ~No o b WwWwN =

52.3 Complete this table.

description | name of shape adjective
shape with four sides of equal length and four right angles square square

round shape

shape with three sides

shape with eight sides

shaped a bit like an egg

three-dimensional round shape

three-dimensional square shape

52.4 Correct the mistakes in how the numbers are said in these sentences.

32=9Threesquare equals nine. Three squared equals nive.

46.6% Oxygen accounts for forty-six comma six per cent of the earth’s crust.
7x9=63Seven nine are sixty-three.

18° C The temperature today is eighteen points Celsius.

3mx6m My bedroom is three multiplied by six metres.

62 What is six at the power of nine?

11/16 Eleven sixteens of the students passed the exam.

2/3x53=831/3 Two third times five cubes is eighty-three and three third.

oo hAWDNH

52.5 Draw the following shapes.

1 Acirclewithits diameterindicated.
2 Aright-angled triangle with two equal sides of about two centimetresin length.
Draw asmallcircle at the centre of the triangle and then draw lines from the centre ‘
dismeder

of the circle to each of the angles of the triangle.

3 Arectangle with diagonallinesjoining opposite angles.
4 Anoctagonwith equalsides. Draw an ovalin the middle of the octagon.

5 Acubeofroughly 3cm by 3cm by 3cm.
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Time

Periods of time - words and typical contexts

thelceAge the StoneAge the Middle Ages the computer age
[major historical/geological periods]

After the war, a new era of stability began. [long period, perhaps several decades]

Aspell of hot weather [indefinite but short period] He’s had a couple of spells in hospitalin the last
two or three years.

The city went through several stages of development to become what it is today. [period of
development or particular time in a process]

Most teenagers go through a phase of being lazy. [a period whichis part of a longer period; phase can
also mean the same as stage]

Useful expressions with time

During the 1980s | lived in Barcelona for a time. [vague, indefinite period]

The doctor says you should stay in bed for the time being. [for now, not specific]

She can get a bit bad-tempered at times. [occasionally / now and then]

By the time we get home this pizza will be cold! (Note: followed by present tense, not future with will)
I’m notin regular contact with her; | just send her an email from time to time. [sometimes but not often]
One at a time, please! | can’t deal with you all together.

We arrived justin time to hear the Prime Minister’s speech. [at the right time / with enough time to do
something]

Our plane was on time and she was waiting for us at the airport. [punctual / neither early nor late]

I’ve told you time and time again not to ring me at the office! [many times; very emphatic and usually in
negative contexts]

The city has changed a great deal over the course of time [ over the course of the last two
centuries. (used about long periods of time)

Verbs associated with time passing

2002 — 2012 Tenyears had elapsed since they last saw each other. (normally used in the perfect or past,
without adverbs; fm)

Time seems to fly as you get older. [pass very quickly]

Thisfilm lasts for three hours.

The meeting went on / dragged on for two hours. (suggests longer than expected or desired,;

drag on is stronger)

Adjectives describing duration (how long something lasts)

There was a momentary loss of electrical power and the data was lost. [very brief]
| just got a fleeting glimpse of the President as his car drove past. [very short and quick]
Venice has a timeless beauty.

Common mistakes

Don’t confuse in time and on time. In time means with enough time to do something or at the right
time. On time means punctual, neither early nor late.

We got there just in time for dinner.

I expect she will be late - the trains are never on time.
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53.1

53.2

53.3

53.4

Exercises

Fillthe gaps with age, era, period, spell, phase or stage.

1 The Ministersaid that before the new law cameinto force therewouldbea ... ﬂf;’.’.‘.'.‘ff'.l. ........... of six
months when people could hand in firearms without being prosecuted.
2 Thelasttwo decades of the twentieth century will be seen by historians as the beginning of the

COMPULET s .

3 Thenew university will be builtinthree ..o ,beginning with the opening of the science
facultyin2015.

4 These factories markthe beginningofanew ... ofindustrial development for the country.

5 Mysonwentthrougha ..o, of not wanting to go to school when he was about nine or ten.

6 Wehadaverycold . in February. All the water pipes froze up.

Complete the sentences.

1, Qver o the course . of a century, from 1900 to 2000, the population grew steadily.

2 Thelecture.. o, o e foralmost three hours and everyone was totally bored.
(two answers)

3 Thearchaeologistsdiscovered sometoolswhichdated fromtheStone ... .

4 TIMeSEeMSTO ..o when you’re enjoying yourself.

5 Aperiod of sevenyears ...corrennen between the two earthquakes.

6 Shakespeare’splayshavea......eeeies .quality - they never grow old.

7 Itwas just @ s visit. She only stayed for about ten minutes.

8 Therewasa , . pause as the official considered her answer. Then she said

shewould try to help us.

Which phrases from B could you use in the following situations? Write exactly what you
might say.

1 Toachildwho leavesthefridge dooropen
despite being told off often.
['ve told you time and time again not to leave the fridge
door gpen!

2 Tosomeoneyou’re happy to see who arrives just
asyou are serving tea/coffee.

3 Onabirthday card you expectwill arrive at
someone’s address after you arrive in
New York.

4 Alarge group of people want to talk to you but
you’d prefer to see them individually.

5 Asksomeoneto use anold computer while the ;d_d
new oneis beingrepaired.

6 Tellsomeoneyou’lldoyourbestto arrive punctually at a meeting.

7 Explaintosomeone that the weather can be very hotin your city occasionally.

8 Tell someoneyou enjoy a game of tennis sometimes but not often.

rTT]

ol oL

=

Over to

Your country/culture may have names for important periods of its history (for example, British people
often refer to the years 1840-1900 as the ‘Victorian era/period’ because the monarch at the time was
Queen Victoria). Make a list in English of important historical periods from your culture.
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Distances and dimensions

Broad and wide and tall and high

Wide is more common than broad, e.g. It’s a very wide road/garden/room.

Make a note of typical collocations for broad as you meet them, e.g. Economics is a very broad
subject. We came to a broad expanse of grassland. [big area]

Note the word order for dimensions, e.g. The room’s five metres long and four wide.

Don’t forget that tallis for people but can be used for things such as buildings and trees when they
are high and thin in some way. Otherwise, use high for things.

She’s very tall for a five-year-old.
Her officeisin that tall buildingin the square.
There are some high mountainsin the North.

Deep # shallow

3m Q 1m

The deep and shallow ends of a swimming pool.

Derived words, phrases and compounds

long Let’s measurethe length /len6/ of this rope.
I swam 20 lengths (of the swimming pool).
I’'ve lengthened her skirt for her. [opp =shorten, see below]
Getting avisa can be a lengthy process. (usually refers to time; rather negative)
Tony hasgot ajob as a long-distance lorry driver.
short Thenewroadwill shorten ourjourney by ten minutes.
There’s a shortcut to the station. [quick way]
wide Let’s measure the width /wi1d6/of the room.
They’re widening the road.
broad |wanttobroaden myexperience. (usually more abstract contexts)
She’s very broad-minded and tolerant of others. [willing to accept other people’s behaviour and
beliefs; opp = narrow-minded]
| admire the breadth of his knowledge. (usually more abstract concepts)
high  Theheight /hait/ of the wallis two metres.
The fog heightened the feeling of mystery. (usually used only for feelings and emotions)
low You can lower the microphone ifit’s too high. [opp =raise]
far He loves travelling to faraway places. [a long way away = distant]
distant What’s the distance from Helsinki to St Petersburg? [= How farisiit ...?]
deep Thedepth oftheriverhereisaboutthree metres.
His death so soon after hers deepened our sadness. (often with feelings)

Other verbs for dimensions and for changing them

Our garden stretches all the way to the river, so we have plenty of room to extend the house if we
want to.

The cities are spreading and the countryside is shrinking. [getting bigger; getting smaller]

The business expanded considerably in the last decade. [grew in size; opp = contract]
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54.1

54.2

54.3

54.4

54.5

Exercises

Complete B’s replies using a suitable form of the dimension/distance words opposite and
any other necessary words.

1 A: Thesetrousers!’ve boughtaretoo long.
B: Well,whydon’tyou get .. f/"’”” 5/’0”””5”/7

2 A: He’sabigboy,isn’the? 1.90 metres!
B: YeS, Ne’S it .

3 A: Whyarewe goingacrossthefield?
B: Justtogetthere a bit QUICKE;IT'S ...ooooocconecerrerssessessssssssessssssnn

4 A: We’'llhave to measure how high theroomis.
B: That’s not necessary; we already know the ,

5 A: Thetraffic seemsto move far quickeron thls road since I was last here
B: Yes,well, they ... .

6 A: Whydothey have musicon TV news programmes7 It seems totally unnecessary!
B: Well, Ithink they want to create a feeling of drama, and the music

IS SUPPOSEA 0 ..ovuuruurmssssermessssssssssssssmsssssssssmssssssmssssssssssess -

Give opposites for:

1 alengthofthepoolaw[ﬂ/z‘/toff/ze/wo/ 4 alocalcall 7 narrow-minded
2 toshorten 5 deep water 8 raiseyourhand
3 averybroadrange of goods 6 nearbyplaces

Match the sentence beginnings on the left with the endings on the right.

1 Thecity’sspread a lot;

2 lttakesten weeks;

3 Weextended the house

4 Youcanchoose;

5 Yourexperienceistoo narrow;
6 Theforeststretches

a formilesalongtheriver.
b youshould broadenit.
c it’smuch bigger now.

d there’sawiderange.

e it’salengthy business.
f togive us moreroom.

O0000~

Use the verbs in the box to fill the gaps.

spread expand extend stretch shrink  contract

1 Il 5/71’6410/ therugouton the grass so we can both sitonit.

2 Thesteelindustry ... When the economy was strong, but nowithas  .........eeee. @Nd
only employs 8,000 people.

3 Thissweaterof minehas ..................inthe wash!

4 OQurland............asfarasthosetrees there.

5 Thearts centre hasrecently ... itSOpeNing hours.

Fillin the prepositions Ifyou are unsure, try looking up the word distance in a dictionary.

1 Thecarwasparked , 4% .. adistance..........about 150 metres from the scene of the robbery.
2 Isawyou ... thedistanceyesterday butdidn’t call out as you were with someone.

3 She’sagreatshot. Shecanhitanemptycan ... adistanceofabout100feet.

4 What’sthetotaldistance ... here........ Paris?
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Obligation, need, possibility and probability

Obligation

You will be liable /'latabl/ for any damage when you rent

a car. [obliged to pay; fml/legalistic]

The company is obliged to give a refund if the tour is
cancelled.

The bank robbers forced him at gunpoint to open the safe.
We had no choice/alternative but to sell our house; we
owed the bank £100,000.

The death sentence is mandatory /'mX ndatori/ for drug-
smuggling in some countries. [automatic; there is no alternative]
Was sport compulsory/obligatory at your school? No, it

was optional. [you can choose]

| am exempt from paying income tax as I’m a student. [free from obligation]

Need

This plantisin need of water. (more formal than ‘needs/wants’)

There’s aneed for more discussion on the matter. [we feel a need; fml]
Thereis a shortage of teachers. [there are not enough]

She could not concentrate through lack of sleep. [she had none or not
enough; fml]

Acaris an absolute necessity if you live in the countryside and thereis no
public transport. [something you must have] You just can’t do without one.
[survive or live without]

What are the requirements for a Master’s course in English? [things you
must do or need]

Possibilities

I’ve been given an opportunity to workin Berlin. [a real chance]

Is there any chance/possibility you’ll be free next week? (chance is less formal than possibility)
Arisein oil pricesisinevitable as oil supplies run out across the world. [is certain to happen]

It is doubtful whether the economy will improve next year. [it may not improve]

It is probable that the next governmentwill change the tax laws.

Most scientists believe that climate changeis no longer just a possibility butis now an absolute
certainty.

Common mistakes

The correct preposition after the noun need is for, not of. There is a need for more qualified teachers.
(NOT There is aneed-of ...)
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Exercises

55.1 Match the sentence beginnings on the left with the endings on the right.

1 Theclubclosed down

2 Peoplecould not heattheirhomes
3 Most people cannotdo

4 Thereisareal need

5 Thereisalist of requirements

6 Thewholehouseisinneed

a of repairs and redecoration.

b foruniversity entry on the website.

¢ because of the oil shortage.

d forbetterday care foryoung children.
e throughlack of interest.

f without a mobile phone these days.

O0000g

55.2 Continue the sentences using obligation words and phrases from A opposite with the
words in brackets.

1 They were losing £10 million a year, so the compa nyW”f‘”’”“””//"b/‘ﬁ”{f"‘/"5‘””/””"”
(close down)

2 You don’thave to buy the travelinSUIaNCe;it’s ... —————————————————————————"—
(extracharge)

3 You can borrow the camcorder, but You Will - s e i e i s
(forany damagetoit)

4 We'llhave to sellthe house. 'M afraid WE NAVE ... sesse s seseeesssssssssssessessseesessssessmsassssssssesssessesssssssnseses
(otherwise, bankrupt)

5 Hedidn’twantto give themthe money, but they had SUNS; TNQY ..o eeeemesssssssssssssessssessessssssassssssssesseras
(hand it over)

6 No, hecouldn’tchooseto payafing;a priSON SENTENCEIS ... sssmsssssessressess s
(for dangerousdriving)

7 ldidn’t wantto do maths, butlhad to. It's s b A
(inall secondary schools)

8 Ifyou’re unemployed, yOU'Te ... (P3Y NG 1X)

55.3 Answer the questions.

1 Ifafeeorchargeis mandatory, do you have to pay it or can you choose? You have topay (t.

2 Ifaneventisinevitable, how certainisit thatit will happen?20%, 50% or 100%?
3 Ifacarisexemptfrom tax, how much tax do you have to pay forit?

4 |fanexamisoptional, areyou obliged to take it?

5 Ifyouareliable forsomething, isityourorsomeone else’s responsibility?

55.4 Rewrite the words in bold using expressions from the opposite page.

1 Most people considerthatamobile phoneis notaluxury but something you absolutely must have.
an absolute necessity | 5omet/nhj you can't do without

2 lhavebeen given a chance to work with a team of zoologists in East Africa.

3 Isthere any chance that you will be free to join us at4 pm tomorrow?

4 It’snot atall sure whether there will be any changein the situationin the near future.

5 It’s notjusta possibility thatfood prices will go up, it’s absolutely certain to happen.

6 Shewill probably arrive tomorrow.

555

Name something which ...

1 you thinkisinevitable.
2 there is a need for in your country.
3 was compulsory when you were at school.

4 you personally are in need of right now.

5 you own that you couldn’t do without.
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